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DAW AUNG SAN SUU KYI 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.54 pm]:  Later this month Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi, the Nobel Peace laureate who has worked tirelessly in the hope of ensuring the establishment of a 
democratically governed Burma, will celebrate her sixtieth birthday.  On her sixtieth birthday, Aung San Suu 
Kyi will have spent a total of 2 523 days in detention.  Her only crime was to advocate democracy and the rule of 
law.  Since 1988, Aung San Suu Kyi has led an international campaign to end over 40 years of brutal military 
rule in Burma.  After a nationwide uprising was crushed in 1988, she led her political party - the National 
League for Democracy - to an 82 per cent victory in a national election in 1990.  The ruling dictatorship refused 
to recognise the result and has kept her locked up for 10 of the past 15 years.  Burma continues its poor track 
record of human rights violations by the use of forced labour, imprisonment of political prisoners, abuse of 
ethnic minorities and the flouting of international law. 

Change will come in Burma only if the free world has the collective will to hold the military regime accountable.  
On Burma, Australia is at best naive or ambivalent and at worst an appeaser of and an accomplice to the current 
regime.  As a nation, we eschew trade sanctions, encourage Burma’s participation in regional forums such as the 
Association of South-East Asian Nations and, to salve our consciences, we provide human rights training to 
middle-ranking public servants.  

We cannot continue to beat what has been called the ragged drum of engagement.  It is folly to think engagement 
will encourage positive changes. Until the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other leaders of the National 
League for Democracy who are detained because of their work for democracy, justice and peace, we cannot 
seriously, or in good conscience, engage with Burma. 
 


